Gastric vascular ectasia in cirrhosis.
Eight cases of upper gastro-intestinal bleeding associated with liver cirrhosis are reported in this paper. Morphological studies revealed gastroduodenal ulceration with severe vascular changes in the mucosa and submucosa layer. Capillary dilatation was seen in the superficial region of the mucosa. Thick-walled and tortuous vessels similar to angiodysplasia were noted in the submucosa. The latter vessels were surrounded by scar-like connective tissue considerably thickening the gastric submucous layer. It is assumed that scar-like thickening of the submucous layer surrounding the tele-angiectatic vessels causes microcirculatory disorders thus giving rise to bleeding ulcers.